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aggressive designs.    Having been forced upon us, it is purely
defensive.     When the war is  concluded, the whole world
will be surprised to see, as after the war with Cnina, that
not a trace of enmity or any ill-feeling exists towards our
temporary enemy.    Not even  towards  the Russians shall
we cease to possess the feeling of amity which comes from
confidence in our own  strength,  and  from  the fact  that
through 2500 years of our history we have never known
defeat; and, as in the past, so in the future, it will be our
sole guide in our efforts to attain a high stage of Western
civilisation."    That the wish for friendly relations with other
nations is not simply a personal wish on the part of Count
Okuma, but is a national sentiment, is clearly shown by an
Imperial proclamation on April   21,   1895, in which the
following passages occur: "We deem it that the develop-
ment of the prestige of the country could be obtained only
by peace.    It is Our mission which We inherited from our
ancestors that peace should be maintained in an effectual
way.    The foundations of the great policy of Our ancestors
have been made more stable.     We  desire that, together
with our people, We be specially guarded against arrogance
or relaxation.    It is what We highly  object to, that the
people should be arrogant by being puffed up with triumph,
and despise others rashly, which would go towards losing
the respect of Foreign Powers.    Since the development of
the nation can be obtained by peace, it is a divine duty
imposed upon us by Our ancestors,  and it has been Our
intention and endeavour since Our accession to the Throne
to maintain peace, so as to enjoy it constantly. . . . We
are positively against insulting others and falling into idle
pride by being elated by victories, and against losing the
confidence of Our friendly States."

After the conclusion of the Russo-Japanese Convention
of 1907, Mr. Yamaza, the Director of the Political Bureau
of the Japanese Foreign Office, made a statement with regard
to it in which he said : " The Russo-Japanese War was totally
a defensive war on the part of Japan. We had absolutely